Metaphors!  (2023. Shutta Crum)

Why metaphors?
Because poetry must mean more than a simple compilation of sensory detail. Can the reader apply it to some aspect of his/her/their life?


Definitions:
Analogy: ( A : B :: C : D ) to state a relationship between two things/acts/emotions that don’t initially appear to have much in common. Can be more involved than a  metaphor/simile.
Simile:  ( A ≈ B ) mainly used to compare two or more unique things that possess at least one similar quality. It uses words such as “like” or “as” to make the  comparison.
Metaphor:  (A = B) a figure of speech  that describes an object or action in a  way that isn't literally true but helps to explain an idea or make a comparison. Without the use of a comparative word such as “like,” or “as.”

Types of Metaphor:  (From: https://www.masterclass.com/) 
1. Dead (overused) metaphor: A dead metaphor is a metaphor that has become overused. 
      Overutilization of a metaphor can shift its meaning and impact. 
2. Extended metaphor: A metaphor that extends throughout multiple lines, paragraphs, or stanzas of prose or poetry. Extended metaphors build upon simple metaphors with figurative language and more varied, descriptive comparisons. 
3. Implied metaphor: An implied metaphor is a type of metaphor that compares two things that are not alike without mentioning one of those things. For example, “A woman barked a warning at her child.” Here, the implied metaphor compares a woman to a dog, without mentioning the dog.  Often in haiku.
4.  Mixed metaphor: A figure of speech in which two different metaphors  are combined that are incompatible. “I’ll be here until the cows come home to roost.”
5. Standard metaphor: A standard metaphor compares two unlike things using the basic construction “A=B.” Shakespeare’s line “All the world’s a stage” in the 1623 comedy As You Like It is a famous example of a standard metaphor. 
6. Visual metaphor: A visual metaphor compares one thing to a visual image that suggests an association. Visual metaphors are common in advertising—for example, a car manufacturer picturing their latest sports car alongside an image of a panther. The metaphor suggests the car is as slick, fast, and cool as the wild animal. 

NOTE from: The Contiguous Image: Mapping Metaphor in Haiku  by Matthew M. Carriello
In haiku, metaphors are juxtaposed in a way that reveals previously unarticulated associations. . .

What makes a metaphor work:
-- Originality
--Quickly understood (whether flatly stated, subtle, or implied)
-- It fits the voice, character, mood of the piece
--Only use mixed metaphors purposefully
Exercises:

1.
· Write down several images from nature (use the five senses).
· Write how they might resemble something from our lives/emotions/events (like war, love, loneliness, etc.). 
· Can one particular image compare to multiple things? Jot those down.
· Dive deeper into the comparison. Extend the metaphor. How many layers can you go?
· Write (draw) a poem from the connections you’ve made.

2.
Open a book at random. Choose two of the first couple of nouns you see. Can you make a comparison between them either through a simple metaphor, or a simile?

3.
Make a list of household chores. Choose one and compare it to how you see yourself in the world.

4.
Take a common metaphor and charge it up with energy by taking it deeper, or into more unusual aspects of the comparison. As Jack Gilbert did in his poem Michiko Dead (see here). What about the old adage that raising children is like raising a garden. What unexpected depths can you give that?


Links to two articles I wrote about metaphors/similes. 
https://floridawriters.blog/writing-with-muscular-metaphors
https://floridawriters.blog/the-stimulation-of-similes 
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