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At the age of nine, I began a clandestine love
affair—with a dictionary. Since then, there have
been many. Some I have loved more deeply than oth-
ers. Though I don’t consider myself promiscuous, I
admit I can’t remember what some of them looked
like. However, no one forgets a first love.

That first dictionary was rescued from an inferno.
Every summer, our elementary school was cleaned,
and burnables were carried out to a three-sided incin-
erator. My friends and I would wait for the custodian
to go back in for another load, and then we’d dart
through the open side and root around for treasure—
before he returned to set it ablaze.

One summer, I burrowed into the pile and found
the dictionary. Its cover was gone, as well as part of
the “A” section. I didn’t care; it had gossamer-thin
pages beribboned with the finest lettering. Perfect for
playing school or library!

I had that dictionary for years, for there were
few books in our house. Times were especially tight
when Dad was laid off or the auto factories were
closed for changeover. And the dictionary came
in handy, unless I needed to look up “aberrant” or
“afflatus.” Thus began my love of words on paper.

I had not known there were so many words! My
parents’ educations were limited—Mom read mag-
azines and an occasional novel; my father’s spotty
fifth-grade education left him a nonreader. A great
number of the words in that dictionary would never
be spoken in our home.

Yet others spoke them. Others wrote with them.
I stroked the dictionary and wondered, “Why can’t I
use some? Who would stop me?”

I adored that dictionary. And though I could not
name it at the time, what made me giddy with desire
was power—the democratizing power of language.
Anyone could use these words, even a shop-rat’s™
child.

Other thrills awaited me. I grew older and expe-
rienced thesauri. Call me kinky (off-beat, bizarre,
strikingly unconventional), but to this day when I
open a thesaurus, my pulse quickens.

I’'m an ink-slinger now. I write picture books,
novels, poems, magazine articles, grocery lists, and
notes to my husband. On my shelf are dictionaries:
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Webster’s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of
the English Language, Cajun Dictionary, Diction-
ary of Bible and Religion, Firefly Visual Dictionary,
and How to Talk American. 1 keep thesauri close at
hand—my first Americanized edition of the Original
Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases,
the odd Highly Selective Thesaurus for the Extraor-
dinarily Literate, and my prized single volume of the
Dictionary of Slang & Its Analogues by Farmer &
Henley.

However, none of these compare to a more
mature liaison I formed with a thumb-worn, gallant
thesaurus—Soule’s Dictionary of English Synonyms.
It was “Designed as a Guide to Apt and Varied Dic-
tion by Richard Soule” in 1871. My copy was pub-
lished in 1961. Its pages are golden-hued with
nobility, its spine operated on often. Yet it never fails
to satisty.

It travels with me. In airplanes, I trust it to keep
me from thinking about falling out of the sky. In
hotel rooms, I fall asleep with it. At home, it awaits
my pleasure. My husband understands. Years ago, he
handed Soule to me while I polished a college paper.
That was when I looked into the eyes of a man con-
fident enough to love me despite my lexical proclivi-
ties. I knew I would marry him, because his name is
penciled on Soule’s title page.

This obsession still manages to surprise.
Recently, while clearing my parents’ house after
their deaths, I stumbled upon it—my wounded first
love. I knelt beside it and gently lifted its torn pages.
Mom had kept it all these years. It had once been a
fine Webster’s.

And so I confess that for me, even online hot-
shots like the Urban Dictionary or the democrati-
cally compiled Wikisaurus can’t compete with the
headiness I feel for my bosom companions, my com-
peers—my gentlemanly Soule and my waif of a
Webster. Forgive me this long billet-doux. I am love-
muddled. One day, I naively snatched a world of
words from an incinerator’s flame and learned that
“The fire which enlightens is the same fire which
consumes.”**

*an auto-factory worker

**quote from Frederic Amiel

Shutta Crum is an author, retired children’s librarian, and educator. She lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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The Literacy Coach’s Desk Reference
Processes and Perspectives for Effective Coaching

Cathy A. Toll

This indispensable guide offers
current and prospective literacy
coaches practical strategies for
effectively meeting the day-to-
day challenges of job-embedded
professional development.

Cathy A. Toll, an educator with
over 15 years of coaching experience,
provides guidance on all aspects of
literacy coaching, including:

e conferencing with individual
teachers

o facilitating group meetings
e providing demonstration lessons

e providing services to the entire
school

e providing services to students

Toll demonstrates what effective
literacy coaching looks like through
key questions, theoretical and practical rationales, copy-ready masters, and vignettes
of real-life coaching conversations. Appendixes on minimizing the negative impact of
mandated classroom observations and separating coaching from supervising, plus an
annotated bibliography, make this the ideal desk reference for coaches, supervisors,
trainers, and others supporting the work of literacy coaches.

225 pp. 2006. Grades Pre-K—12. ISBN 0-8141-2968-4.

No.29684  $23.95 member/$31.95 nonmember

To Order, Call Toll Free at 1-877-369-6283 or Order Online Anytime at www.ncte.org
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Charlene Klassen Endrizzi

Becoming Teammates: Teachers and Families as Literacy Part-
ners offers a bold new look at how teachers and families can
work together to build family-school relationships that value
and respect each other’s perspectives on literacy.

Featuring the voices of parents, teachers, graduate stu-
dents, and preservice teachers, Charlene Klassen Endrizzi’s
book explores how families and educators can combine their
resources to become essential teammates and partners in children’s literacy development.

Endrizzi recognizes that family-school partnerships are a complex undertaking and offers
suggestions for three phases of implementation.

¢ In Phase 1, teachers begin by extending to family members a variety of invitations to
communicate—via surveys, ceremonies, and celebrations—thus building an awareness
and understanding of the literacy learning that occurs both in school and at home.

e Phase 2 explores how teachers can initiate a two-way literacy conversation with families
through dialogue journals, curricular newsletters, and literacy backpacks.

¢ The final stage has teachers forging partnerships with parents at Family Literacy Gather-
ings, during which they explain and demonstrate literacy beliefs and practices, discover
and appreciate the families’ funds of knowledge, and acknowledge and nurture the
emerging parent advocates.

Endrizzi challenges teachers to take an active role in developing partnerships by considering
a myriad of ways to build bridges of understanding with their students’ first learning partners.
245 pp. 2008. Grades K-6. ISBN 978-0-8141-0273-2.

No. 02732 $27.95 member/$37.95 nonmember

To Order: Visit our website at www.ncte.org

or call toll free at 1-877-369-6283
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Erika Lindemann
Foreword by Deborah Brandt
Afterword by Edmund J. Farrell

Reading the Past, Writing the Future celebrates
NCTE’s centennial by emphasizing the role the or-
ganization has played in brokering and advancing
the many traditions and countertraditions engaging
literacy educators since the organization was chartered
in 1911.

Prominent scholars focus on activities and subject
matters central to teaching English language arts and college
English: teaching reading, writing, language, and literature;
using new media effectively; working for social justice in the
classroom, school, and community; devising responsible means to
assess the work of students and teachers; initiating the next generation into the
profession; cultivating an ethos for action among those who support as well as critique this
work; and looking toward the work that remains to be done in the century ahead.

An afterword offers a telescopic view of the last 100 years and describes several critical prob-
lems currently facing literacy educators.

This rich and thoughtful history of our discipline and organization is for every teacher of the
English language arts and English studies who wonders where we’ve been, how we got where we
are today, and where we all might be traveling as literacy educators in the 21st century.

505 pp. 2010. K-College. ISBN 978-0-8141-3876-2.

No. 38762 $34.95 member/$49.95 nonmember

To Order: Visit our website at www.ncte.org
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Grades 2to 8

Master Grammar & Writing Skills!

The four Course Language Arts Companion Series
offer comprehensive grammar and creative
writing supplemental instruction and assessment
in self-paced computer managed courses in
software and online formats.

Digital lesson content adapted for teacher use in
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Essentials

Audio-supported instruction
Practice work

Writing activities

A quiz scored by the software

Assess learning needs
Confirm learning gains

the classroom with interactive whiteboards! Track progress with results

(Windows software & online)

www.core-learning.com 1-800-270-4643 www.corelearningonline.com
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Using the Writer’s Notebook in Grades 3-8

A Teacher’s Guide
Janet L. Elliott

Janet Elliott performs magic in the classroom by encouraging children to write! In this
highly readable guide, Elliott provides everything you need to re-create that magic in your
classroom, including tips and ideas for getting started with writer’s notebooks and using them
effectively all year long. Filled with practical ideas, assignments, and examples of student writing, this
book offers a vision of what is possible for young writers—both in writing across the curriculum and in writing
workshop. You’ll also find handy management tips that help you meet the challenges that often arise.

Starting with a rationale for using writer’s notebooks, topics include getting started, using the notebook to
record observations, and using children’s literature as a springboard for writing entries. Elliott shows you how
to help students develop their entries through the writing process and use the notebook as a planning tool. Also
included are a focused unit of study for the writer’s notebook and a special chapter about engaging boys in note-
book writing. You’ll return to this valuable resource again and again, whether you’ve used writer’s notebooks for
years or are just starting out.

131 pp. 2008. Grades 3-8. ISBN 978-0-8141-3500-6.

No. 35006 $25.95 member/$34.95 nonmember
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NeW from Sharon Taberski

The point is that it’s all about comprehension. Each goal, each
strateqy, each skill, each facet of our teaching should help children
refine their ability to make sense of what they read and write.

—Sharon Taberski

Comprehension from the Ground Up COMPREHENSION
Simplified, Sensible Instruction for the from the GROUND UP
K-3 Reading Workshop W i e

Grades K-3 /978-0-325-00411-2/2010/320pp + CD-ROM / $27.50 .

SAVE WITH BUNDLES

Comprehension from the Ground Up Book Study Bundle
978-0-325-03730-1/ 15 books / $350.63—SAVE $61.87

Staff development for your workshop
A\ or PLC...
| Lessons from the Ground Up DVD

Cultivating Comprehension in K-3 Readers
978-0-325-03753-0/2010/DVD + 64pp facilitator’s guide / $195.00

SAVE WITH BUNDLES

Comprehension from the Ground Up Staff Development Bundle
1DVD + 10 books / 978-0-325-03736-3 / $399.50—SAVE $70.50

A long-term staff development initiative . . .

Eligible for Title I, Part A; Title IT, Part A; Title IIT; Title I'V, Part B; and Title VI, Part B funding

It’s ALL About Comprehension BN )

978-0-325-01381-7 /2009 /3 DVDs (7 hours) + 152pp facilitator’s guide / $695.00 & __ ] FACiLTAroR's
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pp | Sharon Taberski is a Professional Development Provider.
) Learn more about Sharon’s related workshops at Heinemann.com/pd
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